THORBJØRN RISAGER - PRESS QUOTES FROM USA::

BluesCritic March 2007    (www.bluescritic.com)
Sometimes a singer's voice just stands out and forces you to listen. Take one part Ray Charles, one part Bob Seger and one part Joe Cocker and you may have the vocal instrument of Denmark's Thorbjorn Risager. His "From The Heart" (****) is as auspicious a debut as one could hope for. Actually the band did drop a 2005 live CD but this record is ripe for international applause --- Ten tracks without a dud in the bunch, "From The Heart" is sizzling with Soul. (Dylan DeAnna)
PRESS QUOTES FROM GERMANY/AUSTRIA::
BluesNews (Germany) Oct 2006   (www.blues-germany.de) 

What can the listener expect? Well, first of all a breath-taking voice. Risager is in possession of a “killer voice” and he knows how to use it, especially in the up-tempo songs, but thanks to its enormous range it’s also absolutely convincing in the soul-oriented numbers.Risager’s organ is distinguished through power, volume, expression and perfect intonation  – his voice is more than just getting attention, it’s dominating the whole album. So far, so good, yes even excellent.   (Karl Leitner)
Concerto (Austria) Sept 2006  (www.concerto.at) 

Rooted in 50’s and 60’s R’n’B, with a strong shot of New Orleans and soul, this group, which also includes two horns, develops enormous pressure. Risager’s strong, absolutely accent-free voice is powerfully moving somewhere between Delbert McClinton und David Clayton-Thomas (now and then, the horn section is also bringing reminders of Blood, Sweat & Tears) and is influencing the sound deeply. An unbelivably nice organ! Risager is furthermore proving to be a competent guitarist, and above all an excellent songwriter. The group is also displaying its fine swing feeling more than once. But here again, the impressive vocal chords of the bandleader are in the center of attention. Don’t miss this! (Dietmar Hoscher)
 PRESS QUOTES FROM ENGLAND:
Blues & Rhythm, Nov 2006          (www.bluesandrhythm.co.uk)
He is a talented singer with a big, rather gruff but surprisingly flexible voice, demonstrating here influences (on vocals and stylistically) from the likes of Big Joe Turner, Robert Cray and Freddie and B.B. King, whilst the opener broadens the range a little by crashing in like ZZ Top and the closer is low-down in a Kim Wilson vein. Some very good origi-nal compositions and a fine band make this another very listenable set from mainland Europe.  (Norman Darwen)
Blues in Britain, Dec 2006             (www.blueprint-blues.co.uk)

Thorbjorn has a strong gravelly voice with no hint of an accent and his song writing skills are good with a good understanding of the main style the band operate in. The seven-piece line-up means there is a big full sound. The rhythm section is spot on and solid and all the band members get to step up at some stage. Most of the numbers are short and to the point so there's no epic soloing, just good tasty breaks when needed. All round a good one, I liked this album a lot. This band is worth investigating and British promoters take note! Rating: 8   (R. Jim Greaves)

PRESS QUOTES FROM BELGIUM:
Back To The Roots, Dec 2006          www.backtotheroots.be
The man is really in possession of a powerful, slightly raucous voice which is letting his songs sizzle. On top of this, the present horns could put a solid feather in their hats. Their solid creativity and intensity are providing the candles on this mainly soulflavoured bluescake. Add the impressive production by Billy Cross and you have a brilliantly put together product. It is also difficult, then, to point out peaks, since this record is glowing from beginning to end. And admit: this is presently rather an exception than the rule. But yes… it’s really coming “From The Heart”! (Lambert Smits)
PRESS QUOTES FROM DENMARK (daily newspapers):
Straight on and black - Phenomenal. Supreme and sensual output from the Danish blues-depth.
It doesn’t sound a bit Danish, and it brings reminders of the old band Chicago and the blues shouters before them. A roaring dark and raw voice, that carries through, a big orchestra sound, an almost incredible precision in the inter-play’s smallest details. And it swings like hell! Thorbjørn Risager and his phenomenal band are getting real big, also internationally, when it comes to rhythm’n blues with a big sound and horns. (Jes Rasmussen, Jydske Vestkysten)
More than just “blue” It’s especially the voice that makes Risager into something special. He’s raw and rusty as a downpipe, and hearing him could even remind you of Joe Cocker himself. And the music is actually also in the same genre, which is rock and bluesrock of the melodic and very energetic kind. Even if Risager defines himself as a rhythm & blues singer, there’s also plenty of rock & roll in the songs. (Steffen Lange, Midtjyllands Avis)
Blues from the heart   It’s understandable that Thorbjørn Risager’s voice has been called one of Denmark’s best, when you hear how it is developing on his second CD. There is really some depth and power hidden in it, when he brings out his songs, which range from the classical bluesy to soulful r’n’b.--- The sound is pleasantly warm, which suits last year’s Danish blues artist brilliantly. (Simon Staun, Fyens Stifttidende)

More info on www.risager.info 
